
INCREASING PUBLIC AWARENESS THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE  

PAOs should be vigilant in using community service projects as a source for promotional opportunities 
and a subject for news releases. Every time a squadron performs an act of service in the community, a 
news release should be generated for all local media before and after the event. The follow-up release, 
of course, should include photographs of uniformed members performing service. 

 Important examples of such projects include: 

• Proving assistance with logistics, flight-line debris clearance, crowd control, traffic, trash pickup 
and other assignments at air shows or other airport-based activities. 

• Furnishing color guards for gatherings ranging from high-profile, festive events like opening 
ceremonies for athletic contests to patriotic events like Memorial Day ceremonies or monument 
dedications. 

• Supplying exhibits and projects and otherwise providing assistance at aerospace-education-
themed activities at museums, schools, airports and other public venues. 

• Working with members of non-CAP youth organizations, such as Boy Scout troops, to enrich 
their aerospace-related experiences as they strive to earn relevant merit badges or complete 
related projects. 

• Visiting retired and/or hospitalized veterans to express appreciation and admiration for their 
service to and sacrifices for their country and to listen attentively to their memories of their 
experiences. 

• Helping out with community cleanup campaigns, including participation in various jurisdictions’ 
adopt-a-highway-type programs. 

• Assisting with drives to collect and distribute food, clothes, coats and other critical items to the 
disadvantaged. 

Squadron leaders and members interested in expanding community service can explore local 
opportunities they might not otherwise be aware of by conducting a city or ZIP code search at the Points 
of Light website at http://www.pointsoflight.org/volunteer/opportunities. 

To make sure CAP’s role in providing community service is clear, members should wear their uniforms 
when participating in such projects. 

Since such projects place the participants out in the community, PAOs and other members should 
promote CAP and their squadron to those they come in contact with, making sure to provide and solicit 
contact information, as appropriate, and afterward to follow up with further information about how to 
learn more about and to join CAP. 

http://www.pointsoflight.org/volunteer/opportunities


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


